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open leads of considerable size. But for those who were new
to it, doubtless, it was alarming to see how apparently beset
we were, hemmed in by interlocked slabs of ice the size, as
Scott described them in this very place, of football fields.
One of the seamen said, " Do you think we shall get out of
this, sir?" To which I replied with an assurance I
should not have possessed four years ago, " Of course we
shall."
By the end of the fourth day of slow progress through the
field of floes we had come over three hundred miles through
the pack-ice and still the endless whiteness stretched around
us unbroken to the horizon. From the bridge the Old
Man and the Chief Officer looked upon the familiar feature-
less world with eyes heavy from the lack of sleep. They had
been on the bridge continuously, watch and watch, from the
evening when we had entered the ice four days ago. They
must decide now whether it would be better to push on or
turn back. If there were open water to the south it must be
only eighty to a hundred miles farther on and yet on all
sides, south as well as north, the sky was white with the glare
of ice. " Good on yer, Discovery I " they had shouted.
" Bring him back safe! "
That evening, still in doubt, we anchored with ice-hooks
to a giant floe and waited for the ice to open a little.
It was here that an incident occurred which I can hardly
set down without a blush. As we lay thus anchored to our
floe in the smooth dark pool of water a whale, prompted by
the strange fearless curiosity of animals which have not
learnt to dread mankind, arose from under the floes and
dived and snorted around the ship. One of the activities of
the expedition was the marking of whales, in order to trace
their migrations, with lead-nosed darts about a foot long
fired from a shortened twelve-bore gun. We carried one of
these specially adapted guns in a rack in the laboratory
where it remained almost permanently for the Discovery II
was too big for the pursuit of whales and could not be